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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to the amendment filed on January 20, 2004. 
With the cancellation of claims 7, 9 f 10 in the amendment, claims 1-4, 8 are now pending 
in the application. In view of the amendment of claims, rejection of claims 1-4, 8 under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Uchiumi et al. (US 6,329,480 Bl) is 
withdrawn. Additionally, the 1.132 Declaration submitted by the Applicants is deemed 
persuasive and distinguishes the claimed invention from the prior art used for rejection in 
earlier office actions. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-4, 8 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The present claims are allowable over the closest reference to Uchiumi et al. (US 
6,329,480 Bl). 

The present invention discloses a process for producing poly(meth)acrylate 
having a reduced metal content and in which a bound site to (meth)acrylic acid is a 
tertiary carbon or in which said site is an acetal, which comprises contacting a mixture of 
a (poly)methacrylate in which a bound site to (meth)acrylic acid is a tertiary carbon or 
an acetal and an organic solvent with an acidic aqueous solution obtained by dissolving 
oxalic acid in water. 
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Uchiumi et al. disclose the process for the preparation of acrylic acid ester 
polymer that includes carrying out polymerization of an acrylic acid ester or block 
copolymerization of an acrylic acid ester and another (meth)acrylic monomer in the 
presence of an organometallic compound. Uchiumi et al. further disclose that for the 
removal of the metal compound, it is effective to subject the acrylic acid ester polymer to 
cleaning treatment such as washing treatment such as washing treatment with an acidic 
aqueous solution. Additionally, Uchiumi et al. include that it is preferred to wash the 
acrylic acid ester polymer with an acidic aqueous solution as soon as possible after the 
termination of the polymerization, whereby metal components can be removed with high 
efficiency. In as far as the acidic aqueous solutions are concerned, the prior art includes 
acids such as hydrochloric acid, sulfuric acid, nitric acid, acetic acid, propionic acid, and 
eitfrc acid (column 18, lines 15-30). The prior art does not include oxalic acid as 
disclosed in the instant invention. Additionally, applicant's show comparative results that 
accounts from unexpected low levels of metal content as compared to other acids 
disclosed in the prior art. 

Therefore, the instantly claimed invention is deemed allowable over the 
closest prior art of record as per said art neither anticipating nor rendering obvious the 
instantly claimed process for producing poly(meth)acrylate having a reduced metal 
content and in which a bound site to (meth)acrylic acid is a tertiary carbon or in which 
said site is an acetal, which comprises contacting a mixture of a (poly)methacrylate in 
which a bound site to (meth)acrylic acid is a tertiary carbon or 
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an acetal and an organic solvent with an acidic aqueous solution obtained by dissolving 
oxalic acid in water. There is no teaching or suggestion or motivation to modify the prior 
art method to include all the processing limitations disclosed in the instant invention. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than 
the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance. " 



examiner should be directed to Satya Sastri at (571) 272 1112. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Wu can be reached at (571) 272 1 1 14. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 
be directed to the group receptionist at (703) 308-0661. 



Conclusion 



3. 
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